SERMON 


* PREACH- D at 
| St. Gy/ess Church 
* In the Fields. 


On nile the 15h Day of March in the 
Afternoon, 17%. 


BEING 


The Day Appointed by Her Majeſty 
for a General Faſt and Humiliation. 


5 Tho. Knaggs A. A. LeGurer of St. Giles's 
in the Field: (and Chaplain 1 the I 


Honourable Fulk Lord Brooke. : 
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; Printed for Daniel Brown at the Black S110 a 
Bible without Temple - bar, and Sold by F.  Morphew 


near Stationers-Hall. * 
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Prov. III. verC. 5. 6. 


Truſt i in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not 
unto thine own underſtanding. In all thy w = 
acknowledge Him, and He [al direct thy Pat 


and Kingdoms have grown, and advanc'd — ry, | 


1. has been a long Obſervation that as Peo ple 
0 


ves by Virtue, Piety and Devotion, ſo the) 
have decay'd and declin d again by Profanen 
Debauchery, and a proud and daring Contempt of 
God and all Religion. Plutarch tells us that Re- 
ligion is the Cement of all Communities, and the 
chief Foundation of all Legiſlative. Power, and 
that *tis as * eaſy to build a City in the open z 
without any ground to found it upon, as to 

bliſh Government, conſtitute or conſerve a Come 
mon- wealth without Religion. The + Romans 
aſſign'd there mighty Conqueſts not ſo much to 


Policy and Power, as to — and — and 


ou — * - — — 


* Facilius urbem condi ſine ſolo poſſe puto, quam opinione 


de Diis ſublata Civitatem coire aur conftare. Contra Color. 
xt Cic, Orat. de arulpic. 


A 2 | Plars 


641 


Plato was much in the right when he ſald, that 
virtuous and good Men were the Pillars, Sup- 
port and Prefer vers of the World - 
jco of true-Religion be ſa great 
a Bleſſing to a Nation, by conſequence it will 
prove, that the decay, neglect, and contempt there- 
of amongſt a People, is 4 cauſe and forerunner of 
ſome extraordinary alamitics. * Conqueſts and 
* — of Countries, u cre generally uſker'd 
'A n Debauchery, Profaneneſs and Con- 
tempt 


As thie fear * God and the obſervance of Di- 
2 — Worſhip, is the beſt means and cauſe of all 
ne alt 4 to a Kingdom, ſo whete 
tone is wanting it muſt needs be deſtroy'd, fall, 
and go to tum. 
For if it was not for the influence of Religion, 


are yer left ſcatter d amongſt Mankind, the World 
= preſently be turt'd into a Wilderneſs, and 
en into Bruits. The Text i is one of Solomons 
Counſels on Exhortations. 
1. A Twofold Direction how to beliave our 
ſetves in all our Concerns and Affairs. 
2. An Aſſurance of being Succeſstul upon our 
fo DS: 


1 


— —c 


* — 


* Invenietis omnia prof; Eveniſſe 1 uentibus Deos, ad- 
mw ſpeinentibus. in proſper = 


bi non eſt * nec e hides, 
| In 


oe elt regmum. Sen, 


thofe remainders of Piety and Virtue which 


83 3 


In the firſt direction I ſhall confilerichs Perſon | 
in whom we are to Truſt, the Lord. | 
1. You are to Truſt in the Lord, „n a | 
Almight Being, | 

His Dominion over alt the World is Ma * 
his Power is Infinite, and his Hand Omnipoten N 
He is the Strong and Mighty Lord, à God * 
can do Wonders, the Almizhi God, "arte ble ta 
do exceeding abundanth, above all hit wwe can 
44b or think. In the Lord Jebouak is everiaſt 
Strength, Holy David wing God Thanks for 
delivering him from his Enemies, fays, The Lore 
is my rock, and my fortreſs, and my deliverer, in 
Him will I Truſt. Let your caſe be never ſo def 


| Perate, yet God is Almighty ftill, a ſafe refuge 


« to fly to for ſuccour in che Day of Troubls 
Let your Sins be never ſo many, atid your Itifit- br 
mites never ſo great, yet He hath row to Heal 
them. 

Whatever you want, or whatever you ſtand in 
, heed of, his Power exceeds all. 

But thoug h God has full Power to deliver us 
out of Dangers, and our Duty to rely upon Him, 
who is able to do all we defire, yet re willen ot 
be tempted. 

To caſt your ſelves into the Fire or Water, to 
gall down a Precipice, or to run upon the Mouth 
of a Canon, and ſay, you ſhall receive no harm, 
God will protect you, is not to truſt in God, but 
fl Flore. vanity, and to build — confidence upon 
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had a right notion of God, wou 


finite in 5» (101155101 TO! 
Von Illi mil 1th nt oye to 97: 
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In this caſe. Men do not commit themſelves to 
the Providence of God, but caſt themſelves out of 
his Care and Protection, they do not truſt God 
but tempt Him, and do as it were try whether 
| | -- will ſtand; by chem, when they. deſert them-* 

es. 1 ih 

When the Devil took Chriſt up into the 
holy City, and ſet Him on @ Pinnacle of the Temple, 
and ſaid unto Him, if thou be the Son of God caſt 

ſelf down, for it is Written, He ſball give bis 
f 4 Arte concerning thee, and in tbere Hands. 
they [balk bear thee up, left at any time thou daſh: 
thy foot againſt a Stone. Feſus ſaid unto bim, it 
is Written again, Thou ſhall not tempt the Lord 
by Gad. Had Chriſt committed his Safety to God, 
and caſt Himſelf down from the Pinnacle, and 
preſum'd upon the protection of Angels, it wou'd 
have been to have t-mpted the Almighty. He 
d not raſhly run 
into danger, and without uſing-lawful Means, rely 
ſolely upon Providence for help. To truſt in God 
aright, is ſo to depend upon Him, as to ufe our | 
own Endeavors and lawful Means, and in them 

He will fave, protect, and defend us. 

If you caſt all your care upon God, as to take b 
none at all your ſelves, in vain may ye rely upon 

yd ions "Power and Goodneſs. 11 

880 ee Lord as He isa Being 
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took care of you — 


9. 
by a 

#1 e utterly have fainted, but that I be- 
lie ve verily to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord In, z 
land of tbe living, fald David. . -. © 

To encourage you. to truſt in God for 95 time 
to come, and acquieſce in his Tuition, look back 
* his former Goodneſs, Love and Favaur, and 
et 


the Experience of. theſe Teach you Four: Dary 
in that particular. 


© He has been your Gul from tine to time, from 
your + Mothers Womb, Ben your Youth, 
to this Day of r Life.” Upon this Experience 
you may truſt Him at the Your of Death, and! 


your laſt Extremity, N 1 Diftrſſs, 
ſupport your ſelves with his . 


He never. faileth thoſe that truſt in 2 ga 
David. Your former Mercies, Favours and Kind- 
peties ſhou'd keep you from ſtaggering i in jk or 


fuch Dangers, and being ſtren gthned with former 
Experiences, of his Love and Bounty ſhou'd make 


Wh continue your truſt under the "Sato of * 


ings, even in the worſt of Times. 

' You know not what. Calamities you 
into, whether Drought, want of Raid, or a us wy 
of Waters, whether Death or "Famine, War or 
Tumults, Plague or Sickneſs. Unde ter f 
tremities, Happy ye, if you have a good God 
go to for Protection, and abide in Him. He w 


. d 


uch RY 925 


155 „Les . 
helm you. _ Dwell fill In 
3 Ne 


ou art nd Was Davi T 
1 2.7 eng it many 

Hs m4 88 yon. He has 
EA God. 


cellent * en in her 
55 Us to Pray, 
ſtemed 1 to 


f o | 
t Sata. 17, 3 rl! NU, A1 
Verf. 37. E 7 Ln 


| the Experience of former Deliverances comforted 


tor. He gave you a Being out of hothing, and 


| 5 what: will, Proſperity, or Adverſi 
Famine, Peſtilence, ot any N e 


51 


him, and therefore he continued his Truſt in God, 
* ho had deliver d bim, that He wou'd yet de. 
liver him, and the uſe he made of it was this, ts 
2715 Gad. God 1s the ſame Teſterday, to Da, | 
ber. Conſider what He has 
cy 7 conclude upon your truſting in Him, 


| what He will do. 


3. You are to Truſt, in the Lord as He EL | 
rreator. RS 

| You are the Work of his own Hands, Had ade 

you, and therefore will preſerve St. 5 

makes that a ſure ground for Truſt, * innit 

Souls to Him in well-doing as to 4 Faithful Crea- 


when, you are one of his Creatures will He not 
care for you? Such a Thought is Atheaſin, | 1 
carries under of His 2 your Redeemer, Yo 
Father, and your * Creator along with it. H 
given you a Body, and a Soul, both are 


and whatſoever 1 u have it is from Him: They 
t know Gol” as a Creator will Truſt in Him; 


ur 8 will bea Ws to 1 2 Rocky 


— 5 ſure Defe nce 90 5 * g . 


your Dwellings, w ray ha your 
ONT — =. S2 us - wich: 
* 4 z Cor: 1 11 Pets , 19. * — 120 * 
0. I * Lern. 
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L 10 J 
He is your Creator. Is He not your Father? And 


Feng His Children? Has He put a natural 


into the bruit Beaſts towards tlleir Young, 
and ha!! [He not much more be concern'd for you 


whoa His Workmanſhip, and whoſe Hands have 
made; and faſhioned you? If He takes care of the 
Creatures below you, much more will He. pre- 


ſerve you who is above them? If God taker care 
Gen thoſe inferior Creatures, much more will 
ir of Creatures, be under the ſame Watch ? 

| hath'a value for all things that He. hath 
4 bat. He: regards the Life of a Man more 
os hat of a Beaſt, and therefore Chriſt ſays, 
Fear hot, Jar pe are af more Value than many 
makes! a difference as to their Worth and Dig- 
Py e ſafely Truſt Him, and give up 


Fer im, who made you, ' who gave you 
ho reath, and every thing. St. Paul when 


bas ou” A declare chat God to the Athenians whom 


ihe) ignerently Warſbig:d, he ſaid, + He ja not fur 
= OT! of us 197 f in Hin e Live, 9 4 
Have gur Being. And oy is ſufficient for 
aur, Truſt in God, that He is our Creator, that 
3 your Life from Him, and what you 
4K. dab el Him. And ſo 1 4, * 

ou are to Truſt in the Lord, ſince all that 
you 5 Daley i is of Him, in Him, and from Him. 
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* Every 


Joho is, the Maſter- piece of the Creation, the 


Providence is concern'd in both, but 


— ——— 


you proſper in your Cling it is 


C un J | 
WR. . Every good and perfect Gift Gift om above, 
and cometh down from the Father 0 TU Aber. If 
Bleſſing: 
If you ſucceed in this, or that ve the ſuc- 
ceſs is from God. If you have gotten much Wealth 
'tis not by your own Power, and the might of 
your Hand, but tis the Bleſſing of the Lor n | 
that maketh Rich, * 9e. 
+ The Lord was with Foſeph, and that robich 
he did the Lord made it to 2 You may riſa 
early, and ſit up late, and Eat the Bread of Cares 
fulneſs, ul all to no purpoſe, unleſs God 2 a 
Bleſſing on en Labours. Lands, Houſes, 
dren, 1 | other Enjoyments are — alk d'by 
on whom, and when He ple 
Whoors tas them muſt own them to os Gift 


g ths cometh of the Lord. Lou muſt Bleſw Gad 


bene them, and Truſt in Him for r 


0 5 ervation, You muſt look up t6 Hex 
and fix your Eyes upon God, and oy, A * 's 
iin Thee.” PS 


'Bthe beginning of all your Merle: and 2 

titre your * ruſt ought to center in Him. cot 
is hat gives, and therefore you ought vont 
ſtantly to place your Confidence in Him, and thar 
will carry yo through your. greateſt'Wahtw/and 
Difficulties. „II it {+14 #2 uv 

5 You. are to- Pr in the Ind with aldyou | 


tf "i 
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Tn 
1 N * 
| 


B 2 1 f 91 f4112MPT%y. 


| _ * . * : — as P 2 x 
* 25 T , OY OT = * 
EDGES —— Ar —rð—vè — am g . . P 
—ů — 23 81 
—— — —— — 
* . 


RTE ICDL SN —  -. 
28 —ũ—' — — . — ¶ ꝶ — ——— . 


— — = a - - 
FY — ” 
ack „ * a N 1 * 
b 2 * — > VI A he 
- — —— ——— — —— 


7 OP 
8 8 li? ti Nis - 415 


L121 
"Th tlie Lord With 


ANTI 
15 
grated} 


0 tWHis Wi. to Live uccording to 
it,” endure the ateſt hardſhips rather — 

u From it, m0 delire to do" it ferwently, 2nd to 
that we may be enabled to à piſh it as 
ar the Angels in Heaven 6.15910 976: 


cular Callin and Affairs, 
meddle 6 le or Fra which we are not 


0 but to leave them Gods difpofal, 
2 ſet over us. 
13 10 5 in the Lord with" all tbine Hourt, 
f to rely upon His Wiſdom and Goodneſs for the 
rs arid fipplics of this Life, to truſt dur 
dur Cares, and Concernments with Him. 
tbe thy Futherleſt Children, I wil | rk ee 
rhem Ane, and let hy Widows truſt in v, faith 
Er Lord. F. Cuſt all Jour care upon Audi for He 
+5074 22 And whom car ye ee 
For if He be" fer gent e ran be 


183 to>bmr - 


wg 


£24inſt ou? 
a 10 5 Rad 15 Lord ttb kl thidiv\Heart, 


is to 7 th 2 and declare your deden dance upon 
Him! earneſt and fr equent Prayer, to ſſ pour ot 
res before E, for teu and Prayer muſt 
— roger if Tits expeck to receive any 


—— 


— 


has Mi 


e 1 7 2 _ 
: "Bleſſing, 


5 


e nan n. 
| 7 Bee tn ind make thar the Rule 


concern'd in, 4 Which we do not 
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the moſt difficult and obſcure Texts of Salone 


f 
Bleſſing... God has provifedto gre, bot aw. 


I” king and praying. e 
6. To Fa the Lard with all A 
other thing beſides God ry ky: .Apd 
Lone jg ang to. your amn Under/ian- 
ſhall. give; you ſome Inſtances: wherein 
g to! Lap okay. Len, . 
appears in Matters 2 Not] 

Foy for illiterate and 
Gans tid are-tham @s 


— 


t 

8 to underſtand the moſt. myſterious. 1 7 

ints of Divinity, and with a great. deal 
of ar} — ſet, up to reform a: Biſbop,, ule. 
Churab, and teach their Teachers. Thele 
conceited Mechanicks are ſo full of them 
and ſo foppiſh, that they over-look the pay. 
eaſyi Places of Scripture, and buſy:them quay ap 
ions, nice Controverſies, and Tthe.w! Ye 


deep Diſputati 


1 Miical Book of Revelations. . .. ls 
TIDE and troubleſome Creqtares, 
. are the moſt ridiculous who think | cnn lg 


| 
| 


derſtand the whole Bible, wk ey know” 
or vr vida nothing as they ought, ,.. ae 
, Another Inſtance of ſome Perſo Joy © to 
their um Luderſtanding appears 81 
rr 
We are faln into ſuch unhappy times, "chat OE 
ry body, tho never ſo much out of theix way, 
and beyond their Capacity, ſets up for a State 
mender, and 17800 à great part of their time in 
tampering with State Matters, e 
40 


Y * 14 ] 
pion, the Actions of their 
With there Conduct 


e wou'dtell a 
govern 150 dom, . 
„and A an Admiral. How 
iz 8g on were the) bs | at the 
Tower 00 Authority? When alas ! 
d noting of the matter, are out of 
. Ain and kg and 
elling pal of IE thin Ds which 


Tek not. N 


> a pa to publik Pace 
bttle Perſons who are 1 5 diſcont: = 
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hover over them. 


5 55 gave order fr pens 9 905 476 


| ren that carryed it having 


9 95 1008 God, an our Lawful Ry erior 


A Who was one of the Drivers, put 
55 A e the A Fairs 0 
an . 1 * oy | 


di it up, for which * be Anger U ; 
| 2 
* 111 — 5 | WK 


o kindle. againſt bin, that 2 
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4% pon the ſpot. A Document tg 
To It 


1 7 
It is not for e a PF Peiton; e 1 e 
buſy and pragma wh to 6s id 9 
bee a png fo a8 & ou 1 
State, and 1 to be 2555 Hh ic 
Church and State, ape 7 5 nh Our Nati 1 1 
very much peſter d with ſuch {e)f.coneeite 15 
ſons, whoſe Education has hardly been bey on 
the Anvil, and et are ſtill tinkering the C m1 
and State, and Exerciſe themſel ſelves mate Ma 
ters, that are too bigh for them, OO! 
This is not the way to mend the matter 5 
thipgs detter, but rather to run us into 
and { introduce Diſtractions and Diſorders.” ad 20 
S Another inſtince of leaning to e 15 


dier landing appears in quarrellin with God 

vi Fe 800 can do nothin tools (el 

pe. . 187 10 ether were not OD 
Miſters and Rulers, . "66 Wie 

nay 0 Preferments, have Rakes Have e 


and Sartiafafion of Mind, alway 8 RN. 
plaining, and murmuring agai 
* a 


Hm. Diſtrib virions, and neg wo 8 
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Hence tn take upon chem to, 
Wikew, ee His 9 


Ice, weil 1 a 
on ning the Ws we Gods, Ih 
berief in the Gb rams of Mak 


does. Hit 158 dd 
Thus being Wiſe in their own Eyes, they 
to their own underſtanding, and N pm 


of Arrogance,and Self-conceit,offer to FOES 
and dire& infinite Wiſdom, 4. Ano- 


L 17 J 

and Humility, Moderation, Peace —— 
ought to take place where t . 
ſome Men would not ſet too high 2 apy upon 
their own Judgments in things  indiferent, there 
would not be ſuch Qyarrels-and Contentions, ſuch 
Diviſions and Debates as there are now among us 
to err the Subſtantial of Chriſtanity 
ta a 

2. The other part of the Direction i in | the; — 
is, by all thy ways to acknowledge the Lord. 

in Scripture Language is und 

Conte of Mans Life, the manner, — A 
order. of his Converſation, and in the Text compre» 
hends thus much, to hold your ſelves to God, that 
yu Converſation be conformable to his Will and 

lrection, and whatever your Dangers and Nis 
ſtreſſes be, to keep to your Duty, to take no gil 
Courſes, but to put your ſelves, your Perſons, and 
. — in the ule of lawful means, Wager: win 


** » your Station be wherein God has 


ul you, ta hold your ſelves in it, not | Hes 
the Bounds of your Calling, and in, caſey 
doubt and danger commit your ways unto. the 
Lord, to leave the event to Him, and be di 


2 — m and your Superio which He. hope f 
. 
bious n 


in N ＋ Ih 
is the beſt way to ſecure your$a LT 
nd dangerous umes, that you would ruff 
tbe Leu with al! your bearts, lean not. Pl 
Undeeſtanding, and in all your ways to acknowleuge 
Him, Ido noe mean yoa hou ud fir ſtill and ſuffer 
your 
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- contrary Deine we, who have 1:arned 


6 18.9 
0 hat Religion, your Liberties and Properties 
{PN 125 No, in caſes. where a 

e reatny > Of out Government to 
er then you A to. hinder 


if 

2 thoſe ers, but 0 it be in 
Sfp e ful Ba. To and, ho ng. 4p 
You every Pro enk, 105 he be 4 private Per- 

| i bo « concert'd for his 8 'and | 
78 2 th but if he is ſo boy tran orted with. | 
7 5 53 his D ut Ibetake him 
tas rregu urſes, is in p u Peri to aſk 
F & Devil to br the Lord's "Barthes, and 
ery Religion for its Preſervation, 1M 
(oP 5 unwarrantable Zeal he 92 5 for F.4 | 


commit. 5 


18 Teas 2 425 and 1 pl Me 727 

d his Apoſtles teach that Men wulf d | 

they Bay, romote. that Which is 
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Nr and after fo bloody, and expen- 
2 a War be /cdit:onfly Proach's Halli d, and Mob'd 
out of our Religion, our Civil Rights and Liberties by 
Pai, Nenjurors, and other Enemies to Her Majeſties Ti- 
the md Government, Crown and Dignity * Our Enemies 
have nothing elſe to hope for, but our Diſſenſions and 
vi and if ever we fall a Prey into their Hands, 
and our Church totter, twill be by being divided among 


our ſelves. 


- If we bite and devour one another at home, it is 
not to be expected, without the greateſt Vanity, that 
ap ſhou'd preſerve us, or fight our Battles abroad 


us? 
The * Hiſtorian ſpeaking of the downfal of Britain 
tells us, that it began by Civil Wars among themſelves, 
ending in high Diſcontents, Revenges, Outrages, 
Hatred and Prejudice. To conclude. The fincere Pro- 
feſlion and Practice of True Religion, and being at 


Peace among our felves, is the chief and beſt means, 


not only to procure, but alſo to ſecure Proſperity and 
Felicity to our Church and State. But if we will go on 
ſtill in our Sins, Live in a general Contempt Ne- 
We of Religion, be unthankful for Mercies and 
verances, Succeſſes and Victories, and be Tu- 
multuous, Diſorderly, Seditious, Factious and Un- 
quiet, what remains, but to expect heavy Judgments, 
and to wear this impreſs, our Deftrattion is from our ſelves, 
From which inſamous Imputation good Lord deli- 
ver us. Amen. | 
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